




50 Years ago, a diver 
named sampson found an ancient 
artifact at the bottom of a lake 
behind my house. 

Well, it’s actually a loche. You know, 
a lake that’s closed off by land. It 
was once part of the ocean.



EERIE EYES LURKED IN THE 
WATER AROUND HIM, PROTECTING THE 

TREASURE.

WAITING FOR HIM TO SWIM UP SO THEY 
COULD HAVE A SNACK. 

SAMPSON SWAM INSIDE A 
CRUMBLING TOMB, 

PROTECTED BY SHARP BLADES AND 
WATER BEASTS. 



Then he found it...

THE 
GOLDEN

COMPASS

Legend has it, whoever 

has the golden compass 

is the chosen ruler of 

Intooey. Only he or she 

can unlock the great 

hidden treasure.



The diver’s son and his friend were 
sound asleep on the boat above.

THEN THE BELL RANG.



REMEMBER WHAT 
MY DAD SAID?

IF THAT BELL RINGS,

REEL LIKE H. E. DOUBLE 

HOCKEY STICKS.



WATER BEASTS 
CIRCLED SAMPSON.



PULL! SAMPSON PINNED 
HIMSELF TO THE WALL.This is ta

king 

too long
!

THERE WAS STILL NO SIGN 
OF SAMPSON ON THE 

SURFACE.

SAMPSON PULLED HIS AIR 
TANK IN TO AVOID 

 THE swooping BLADES.

THEN, the rope pulled 
sampson up. The blade 

pierced his air tank and sent 
sampson shooting up tto the 

surface. 

the boy on the boat
 floored it full speed. 



THE WATER BEASTS 
PLUNGED AT SAMPSON.



we did it we did it

SAMPSON EMERGED. THE BEASTS TRIED TO GOBBLE 
HIM UP, BUT MISSED AND DOVE BACK TO 

THE DEEP, DARK WATER.



WE 
FOUND
IT!

I WANNA
SEE IT!

WE REALLY 
FOUND IT!



IT’S 
GOT SOME
WEIGHT
TO IT...

THIS COMPASS WILL POINT US 
TO THE TREASURE OF INTOOEY.



I know what you’re thinking. 
another treasure hunting story. if 
you would have asked me a few 

months ago if i believed in the golden 
compass, i would have looked at you 

like you had three heads. 
But everything changed when i found 
the real golden compass. That was...



...THE NIGHT MY 
BED TURNED INTO A 

SUBMARINE.



IT HAD BEEN YEARS SINCE I 
LIVED IN INTOOEY. 

I WAS BORN I THIS TOWN, BUT 
AFTER MY DAD...

WE MOVED AWAY, TO GET 
AWAY FROM EVERYTHING. 



MOGI WAS THE FIRST KID I MET WHEN I 
MOVED BACK. HE’S ALSO MY NEIGHBOR.

HEADS 
UP!

MOGI, DO YOU 
BELIEVE THE 
LEGEND?

THEY’RE JUST 
STORIES TILL.



STORIES THAT 
ATTRACT TOURISTS.

HONEY, 
I THINK I SEE

THE WATER BEAST.

THESE TOURISTS
ARE LOSING IT.

VROOM



PICK
 STUF

F UP
. 

DON’T LO
SE IT

, 

DROP
 STUF

F OFF
.

THIS
 IS A

 

SIMPLE J
OB.

THE ROAD WAS 
BUMPY BOSS. 



hey TILL,
your mom 
around? 
RENT’S
DUE...

WATCH OUT KID. BED BOARDS 
COMING THROUGH.

SORRY ABOUT
YOUR MATTRESS.



sweetey,
are you 
ok?

WATCHOUTKID!

BURT!
I SENT THE 

CHECK. 



MAYBE THE 
POST OFFICE
LOST IT!

...AND DID I HEAR 
THAT CORRECTLY?

YOU LOST MY SON’S BED?

TILL..WE’LL GET
YOUR ROOM 

SET UP.
DON’T WORRY. 

JUST THE 
MATTRESS.



JUST THE 
MATTRESS.

I’LL BE 
HOME LATE
SO YOUR 
DAD...

YOUR STEP
DAD...

HE’LL BE 
AROUND 
TO...HELP. 

BURT!
DON’T BE

RIDICULOUS. 
I’M NOT 
WRITING 
ANOTHER 
CHECK.

BETSY,
COULD YOU 
WRITE...



till, stay away 
from 

that lake.
it’s a 
loche.

well, it’s filthy and 
people get lost there.

can you give me a push?

BEEP BEEP.



don’t 
forget... NO

WAY
BURT.

errr!
Last 

chance.

how do you 
two lose a 
mattress?

does this 
mean we 
don’t 
get a 
tip?



that’s our bus.

you comin’ till?

till, this will all iron
out. don’t worry
about a thing.

and don’t 
sleep

under a 
leak.

i’m gruffin.
you must be

the new 
kid, till?

STRANGE name. 
find a seat

and keep it quiet.



gruffin is 
tough on new 

kids. he’s 
stressed. 

juggles two 
jobs. pipe 

down
back 
there.

how 
much 

treasure 
do you 
think is 
in the 

loche...ya 
know...
if the 
stories
are 

true?

and coming 
up on our 
left side is 
the famous 
boat shop.

COUGH.
COUGH.



gruffin 
runs 

the boat 
shop 
too?

gotta 
keep the 
lights on 
somehow.

gruffin sells  
golden compasses.

souvenirs?

his dad was the diver who 
found the real 
golden compass.

sampson.



alright.
everyone off. 

have a 
wonderful

day!

i’ve seen that
look before.
the loche is 
not a safe 
place for 

kids.

mogi got 
off the 
bus.

gruffin
stopped

me.



vroom



hi, i’m kimmy. 
you must be the 
new kid, till! errr

mogi had warned 
me about jason.



we should 
be besties! lets

go!
we’re in 
the same 
homeroom.

room
321 lets 

introduce you 
to everyone!

NO!

use your 
words till.

don’t make me
look bad!

everyone,
this is till.

tell everyone 
about yourself.



welcome till!
today we’re 

learning about 
cephalopods.

they squirt ink
from their ink sacs. 

uhhh...i 
don’t feel...

Till?
you don’t
look so
good.



stay with
me till. go ahead 

till
i was born 

here...
but I

how
many years
have you 

been gone?

he looks like 
a ghost.

get him some 
water! till? can you

hear me?

he’s gunna 
faint.

he fainted.
no he’s not
gunna faint.

where are you 
from till?



the kid is deathly afraid of public speaking. 
he passed right out.

NURSES OFFICE. 5 MINUTES LATER.

should we Amputate?

well look 
who’s awake.

wait! 
what?

did i 
miss class?

well steve jobs,
you missed 5 

minutes of home 
room. but you’re 
clear to go back. 
just no public 
speaking today. 
or ever, maybe.



um...
do...

let me
guesss...

the treasure
hunting book

it’s 
checked
out.

but i always 
keep a printed
copy. here you 
go sweetie.

i tried to find
a book about 

sampson.



i spent an hour reading about the myth.

i became
obsessed.



hey it’s 
noob!

oh cute.
noob is
reading

the treasure 
story.

look max. 
it’s the new king
of intooey. here
to raise the 
treasure.

come on till.
we’re late for 

swimming.

swim?

buzz off
jason.

it’s just 
a book.

haha. you 
gunna build 
a sub and 
go for a 

dive?

you wouldn’t dip a 
toe in that water, 

let alone dive for a 
treasure protected by 

water beasts and
booby traps.



public speaking and 
diving aren’t for me.

i was
trembling.

the water
looked
scary.



of course jason
pushed me in.



i don’t want to 
sound like a crazy 
person. but i saw 
something down 

there.



got
another one.

swimming
class is over. 

did 
anyone

see that?

there was a 
fish guy and a 
giant...water...

beast.
it look
so real.till. don’t drink 

the intooey
kool aid.



spaghetti day.
are you...
i’m buying. 

grab a tray.

i’m
ok.

i thought you
said you’re ok.

it was this 
powerful king, 
with a spear. 
it had a beast 

for a pet.

well. well. well.
if it isn’t 

laird hamilton
himself.  







i’ve heard this like
a million time.

the king
cursed the 
treasure.

this story is
old news.

the curse 
is a myth.

you think it’s
a myth till?



king intooey ruled 
with his queen.

they were giving 
gold to the fish

people of intooey...
when suddenly...
the king saw
something.

a spec. an invader.

putrid pirates 
invaded intooey.

the king fought with
everything he had.



they dragged the 
queen away.

Everyone into 
the water!

intooey raced
to save the
queen.

SWOOSH

intooey!



ok. this 
is nuts. 
i’m out. 

how ‘bout
you till? 

i...i...
i wanna hear the 

rest of the story.
help!

king intooey charged
the invaders.

they tackled
him.



his one last chance 
to protect intooey 

and his great 
treasure...was to 
crumble it to the 

bottom of the loche. 

it took 
one swoop of 

his spear.



the once great city of intooey was lost.

sent to the bottom 
of the loche. the king, queen, and 

many of the fish 
people of intooey

perished. 



any
questions?

good.

SMASH!!



dad! Can
we go

do soemthing

look mommy 
got a new car!

mommy!

till! over here. 
sweety! till!

after school

chugga
chugga



you know we’ll
get through this
don’t you till?

i’m going to get ahead.
oh no. i’m late.

i have to work
again tonight, 

so bill..

till?  are you 
listening? one of

those days,
huh?

vroo
m

ZZZ
Z



have you ever had a dream that felt so real, 
that it shook you to the core? follow

the
 compass.

you, till,
will raise

the 
treasure. I heard the 

king’s voice.

i saw the treas...



ah! 
i’m not 
the king!

that’s gruffin. 

i’ll walk home.
i know, you’ll
be home late.

sorry honey. 
your bus driver offered

to give us a ride.



i don’t know why, but i needed to see what was in gruffin’s shop.

the pictures on the 
wall told a rich 

history of the legend 
of the loche.

they were amazing.

AH!







well,
 if it

will g
et yo

u

to go
 home

soone
r...



woos
h

what ar
e 

you talk
ing 

about?

it’s nothing. it’s junk. 
go home.



you don’t quit, 
do you kid?

when’s the last time 
you saw your dad?







gruffin left me 
alone, with a rusty 
old submarine top.

i remembered i had 
seen something 

similar in a tin box 
my dad gave me.

i was told these 
were things my dad 

collected. 

stuff he found on 
the shore line.

he must have found
gruffin’s submarine

 instructions



the submarine
had seen better 

days. i don’t think 
it ever worked.

it was covered 
in dust.

and lined in rust.

i had seen enough. i ran to the road.

lightning 
crashed 

behind me.



a bright light 
in the distance 
chased after 

me.

it got 
closer...

and closer...

until it 
was right 
behind me. 

then...



BUT IT
WASN’T A CAR...

 AH!!!  i smacked the pavement

till? what are 
you doing out in 

the dark?

till?



who lives 
there?

mogi and i hopped 
the wall to the 

looney’s property.

are you
listening
to me?

a total l
ooney

lives ther
e.

lets
go.



there he is.
mapping out
his master

plan.

His 
name is
ZILKO.

what’s
his plan?

it’s almost 
ready!

keep
watching...

My plan
is finished!

I will demolish 
and own the 

entire shore line.



is this
going to take
a long time. 

i might have to
be home

for dinner.

We will raise the City of Intooey 
and draw massive crowds, our 

city will rise along the coast. I’ll 
collect tickets and siphon money 
out of the sorry little treasure 

hunters pockets. 

the treasure...

and then... wipe everything 
away...

HA
HA
HA!

CRASH

we’ll raise...

ERR AHH!



I’ll siphon 
everyone’s money 
for decades. we’ll 

see who’s a 
looney
then! 



he’s gunna
demolish

our houses.

wouldn’t be
the first...

what was that?



who’s out here?

racoon?

big racoon.

don’t make
a sound.

come out, come out,
wherever you are.

that’s what happens
when you mess

with zilko’s plans.

ZAPZAP



shhh

hmmm?

oh. now i know 
where you critters

are...

rrr..
.

well...at least
your gun works.

bam
sizzle



run
mogi and i ran 
to the beach.

see what i 
mean?
people 
around 

zilko is 
probably 

listening to 
us right 

now



smart kids.

quiet!

don’t
you have to 
be home for 
spaghetti?

why don’t 
you believe
the story?

i’m sick
of hearing 
about it. 

if there’s a 
treasure, 
find it!

prove it 
to me!

that treasure
could things...

better.
you’re drinking
the koolaid

till.



a storm 
moved in as 
mogi and 
i walked 
home.

see ya on 
the bus till.

my leaking 
house was the 
last place i 
wanted to be.



betsy.
this is your 
final notice.

i stuffed the
note away. and remembered

the souvenir.

it was pointing 
to my house.

piece of plastic 
junk.

pay by tomorrow or you 
are out of here!



i was sort of 
glad it wasn’t 
pointing at the 

water.

of course the
light bulb is 

out.

empty fridge. at 
least the light 

works.
ugh.

CREEK

flickflick

flick



CREEK

the leak in
my room 

was out of 
control.

i moved my box of stuff out of the way.

ting.ting. ting. ting.

flick



i opened 
the box.

my dad’s 
camcorder. he recorded 

everything when 
i was little.

bill walked in.

hey 
till!





i’m gunna run 
back to my 

place to grab 
some tools. 
if you need 
anything, 
page me.

don’t feel bad for me. 
couches aren’t that bad.

this storm
is something. VROOM.

VROOM.

gruffin.
dropping my 

mom’s car off.

crink.
crink.
crink.



ah! err!

lazy
kid 

rmf...

why is 
gruffin walking to my door? kno

ck.

kno
ck.

woos
h



creek.

huh?

a bottle? this looks like a map inside.

vroom




